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[John Mask to John Baker.] 

Fbedebicksbot&, January 18, 1812. 
Dear Sir, 

By a letter from Samuel yesterday, I am informed that you have 
been visiting your Dear little family. I hope you found and left them all welt 
and that you enjoy good health also. I have had a very Severe Cold, but am 
now in my usual plight. 

News last evening from .Richmond announces the total destruction of Six 
homes by fire, opposite the Eagle Tavern, no lives lost, that place this 'winter 
Suffers much, by Severe and truly afflictive Providences, I trust that they may 
have the Sanctified use of them. 

We have got into our New Church, it is very well finished, and Situated on 
a Pleasant Lot, which was given gratis, by Mrs. Patton, and she wishes to- 
make a Deed to it, Provided we knew how to make it, or to whom ; We are 
not as a congregation an incorporated body, We are anxious to have the title 
Secured, I am requested to write to you on the Subject, to know if you can 
give us any information in what manner it can be accomplished ; and remain, 
forever the Property of the Presbyterian Congregation of this Place. I can- 
not conceive why every denomination of Christians Should not be incorporated. 
I am at a loss to know what evil could attend it, certainly none, that I can con- 
ceive, Anything strange in Jefferson ? how long did you stay there ? Report. 
says Congress means to adjourn for a Short time, indeed I think it is hard for 
them to do much at this present time, until they hear from Europe, I was 
happy in reading in the paper your Support to the claim of the revolutionary 
Soldier, I hope that Congress will do away the Statute of limitation and grant 
him and his heirs what is justly due them, for assisting to gain our freedom 
from threatened Bondage, and our Independence, and give us a Standing 
amongst the Nations of the Earth. Indeed I think we are almost the only free 
People on the face of the Globe. This Liberty we enjoy, calls loudly upon us, 
individuals, and as a Nation to make suitable returns to him who gives peace 
in our Land, while the greater part of Europe are in a continual warfare, 
Liberty and Equality not known amongst them, while we enjoy all the bless- 
ing of a free and Independent People — I am Dear Sir, yours Sincerely, 

John Mask. 
John Baker esquire 
Washington. 

AEMISTEAD FAMILY. 

(Continued from page 81.) 
[To the data at the conclusion of the paper on this family in July number 
add from Abingdon, Gloucester county, Register: Ko. Armistead mar. to- 
Catherine Gwathney, Sept. 24, 1743.] 

4, John* (William, 2 Anthony 1 ) settled in Gloucester county, 
where his father had patented a considerable quantity of land. In. 
1697 he made a deed (which is on record in Elizabeth City county), 
in which styling himself "brother and heir" of William Armistead,. 
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deceased, and "son and heire," of William Armistead, late of Eliza- 
beth City county, Gent.," he confirms to his brother Anthony all land 
on Back River, in said county, of which his father died seised. In 
1680 he was lieutenant-colonel of horse in Gloucester and one of 
the justices. On October 18, 1688, he was sworn one of the 
council. — MS. Council Journal. His wife was Judith ; but though 
called "brother" by Robert Beverley, it is impossible to say 
whether one married the other's sister or sister of the other's wife. 
Major Robert Beverley married Mrs. Catherine Hone in Gloucester, 
March 28, 1679, and in March, 168|, Beverley was administrator of 
Major Theophilus Hone, 1 of James City county. I think it almost 
certain that this second wife of Major Beverley was the widow of 
Major Hone, and not his daughter, as stated in the introduc- 
tion to Beverley's History of Virginia. His first wife was Mary. 
(See Va. Mag. Hist, and Biog.) Issue of John Armistead and 
Judith his wife: 5, Judith, married Eobert Carter. Her tomb- 
stone calls her "eldest daughter of the Hon. John Armistead, Esq., 
and Judith his wife. She departed this life the 23d day of Feb., 
Anno 1699, in the — year of her age, and in the 11th of her marriage, 
having borne to her husband five children, four daughters and a 
son, whereof Sarah and Judith Carter died before, and are buried 
near her" (See Keith); 6, Elizabeth Armistead married, first, on 
Feb. 16, 1687, Ralph Wormeley, Esq., secretary of the colony, whose 
will is dated Feb. 2, 1700; and she married, secondly, on October 
5, 1703, William Churchill, Esq. (See Keith, Hayden, and Middle- 
sex, Register.) William Churchill's will was proved March 6, 1710, 
and names as overseers of his will "my brothers, Mr. William 
Armistead and Mr. Henry Armistead; and friends, Mr. Nathaniel 
Burwell, Mr. John Holloway, and Mr. John Clayton." Elizabeth 
Churchill died November 16, 1716, and her will was proved Jan- 
uary 1, 1716. It names "my brother, Mr. Henry Armistead." 
(For children, see Keith); 7, William*; 8, Henry.* 

7, William 4 Armistead (John, 8 William, 8 Anthony 1 ) was born 1671, 
and died at Eastmost River, in Mathews county, June 13, 1711, 
where his tomb still stands. (Quarterly, III., p. 255.) He married 
Anna Lee, daughter of Hancock Lee and Mary, daughter of William 

1 Theophilus Hone was burgess for Elizabeth City in November, 1652, and 
for James City, June and October, 1666, with rank of Major. In 1675 Theo- 
philus Hone, Jr., and Thomas Hone patented land in James City, adjoining 
Sir John Ayton's land. Theophilus Hone, Jr., died February 3, 1686. {Mid- 
dlesex Register.) 
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Kendall, of Northampton county. (Hening, VI., p. 443.) They 
had issue : 9, -John ; 10, Mary, married, first, James Burwell (who 
died in 1718) ; secondly, Philip Lightfoot, of the council; 11, Judith, 
married George Dudley; 12, Anna, married April 4, 1725, Anthony 
Walke and died February 14, 1732 (see Walke chart Va. Mag.,. 
July, 1897); 13, Joyce; 14, Frances (see will of James Burwell*; 
will of Mrs. Mary Lightfoot, Quarterly, HI., p. 107). 

In Barradall's Reports occurs the following suit: "April court, 
1737. Robinson vs. Armistead, et als." "John Armistead and 
Bobert Beverley deced jointly purchased 100 acres of land in Co. 
Glouc. which was conveied to them by Deed Jan. 17, 1680 for the 
cons, of 50£. That Beverley by his will Aug. 20, 1686 devised his 
half part to his Dau. Catherine in tail & soon after died. After 
which Armistead became solely possessed of the Premes & died 
possessed. And after his death John Armistead, his eldest son & 
heir, entered and was possessed, after whose Death his son & heir 
John Armistead entered and died possessed, leaving the Defendant 
John Armistead his son & heir an infant. That the said Catherine- 
at the Death of Beverley was an Infant and before 21 married John 
Bobinson Esq. the Pit's Father now living and died in 1726, leav- 
ing the Pit her eldest son & heir, then an Infant, and since the 
death of Armistead the grand son the defts. Burwell, Armistead, 
& Dudley in Bight of the Defendant Armistead, an infant, have 
entered into the Premeses claiming the whole by survivorship & 
refuse to make partition with the Pits. Praying, therefore, that 
the defts may answer premes and the Pit be relieved according to 
Equity," &c. 

A comparison of this case with the will of James Burwell and 
the act in Hening, VI., p. 403, makes it plain that Barradall was- 
in error in the name of the eldest son of Col. John Armistead. 
His name was William and not John. Otherwise Mrs. Churchill, 
his sister, might have mentioned John. According to this the 
line ran, John* Armistead, the councillor (died before 1703), Wil- 
liam 4 died in 1711, John, 6 who made his will in 17ti4, and John, 6 
who was under age in 1734. Mistakes of this kind by a jury or 

* Will of James Burwell, proved September 15, 1718, at Yorktown, names 
wife Mary, daughter Lucy, son Nathaniel Bacon, sisters Mrs. Johannah Bas- 
sett, Mrs. Elizabeth Harrison and Mrs. Martha Armistead. Brother John 
Armistead, sister Martha Burwell, mother Mrs. Ann Armistead, sister Judith, 
wife of George Dudley, sister Elizabeth Armistead, sisters Ann, Joyce and 
Prances Armistead. Makes brothers Nathaniel and Lewis Burwell, and William 
Bassett executors. 
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court are not infrequent in the records. The volume of BarradalTs 
Reports, preserved in the Law Library, is, however, only a copy of 
the original manuscript. 

9. John 5 Armistead (William, 4 John, 8 William,* Anthony 1 ), 
Captain, etc., married first, Elizabeth (? Gill), mentioned as 
sister Elizabeth Armistead in the will of James Burwell, and 
second, Susanna, daughter of Thomas Meriwether, 1 of Essex, 
who made his will in 1708, when Susanna was not then bap- 
tized. (Hening, VI., p. 405.) As Nicholas Meriwether, the uncle 
of Susanna Armistead, had lived in New Kent, I feel certain that 
the Captain John Armistead who in 1722 was vestryman of Bliss- 
land parish was this John, the husband of Susannah Meriwether. 
The New Kent John had sons John and William, and this last Wil- 
liam had an only daughter, Susannah. Issue by first wife, Elizabeth 
(? Gill), 15, GUI" Armistead/ issue by second wife, Susannah Meri- 
wether, 16, John," 17, William, 6 who was Major in 1772 and 1775, 
and a vestryman of Blissland parish. (See vestry book.) He mar- 
ried Mary, widow of Baker, who kept ordinary at the Brick House 
for Bassett, the niece of James Nicholas, who left her 500£ in 
•event of the death of Abraham Nicholas, son of his brother Abra- 
ham Nicholas, as also a specific legacy of £1,000 (letter of William 
Nelson, 1767 ; see the Nelson Letter Book at Episcopal Seminary). 
He had issue an only daughter, 18, Susanna, who married first, 
William Dandridge, son of Bartholomew Dandridge, the brother 
of Mrs. Washington, and second, about 1805, David Dorrington. 
Major William Armistead died before 1784. 

15, Gill 6 Armistead (John, 6 William, 4 John, 3 William, 8 Anthony 1 ) 
lived in Blissland parish, New Kent; sheriff inl751 ; colonel in 1758 ; 
died in 1762. (Vestry book.) On May 23, 1751, he married Betty 

1 The will of Thomas Meriwether, son of Nicholas Meriwether, of Surry, 
the immigrant, names brother Francis, of Essex, Nicholas, of New Kent, sis- 
ter Jane Brown, wife of 'William Brown, of Surry, wife Susannah ; nephew 
William Meriwether, son of brother Nicholas, to have his land in Surry; 
nephews William, David and Francis, sons of brother Nicholas ; Ralph Shel- 
ton ; land to child unbaptized ; Nicholas and Francis Meriwether executors. 
Dated Jan. 7, 1708, proved Feb. 10, 1708-'09. Thomas Meriwether was one 
of the feoffees of Tappahannock. He married twice. Henry Williamson, gent, 
bequeathed lands in 1699, given to him by Captain Bichard Loes and Mr. 
Abraham Weeks and Milicent his wife, of Bappahannock, to his 3 daughters, 
Elizabeth, Katherine, and Frances. Afterwards, in 1707, William Young, of 
Essex, and Katharine, his wife, one of the daughters, confirmed to Thomas 
Meriwether half of the lands devised by said William unto his daughter Eliza- 
beth Meriwether, deceased, and in case of his death to said Katherine Young 
and Frances Bird, his other daughter. (Essex Records.) 
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Allen* (who married, 2ndly, John Lewis, of Williamsburg), and 
had issue: 19, Betty, born March 9, 1752 ; died April, 1833 ; "mar- 
ried, on March 27, 1774, at Mr. John Lewis', in Williamsburg, 
Miles Selden, Jr." (Selden Family Bible); 20, Susannah, who 
married Colonel John Cary; 21, Mary or Molly, died 1825, who 
married Thacker Burwell; 22, Frances, who married Col. John 
Ambler ; 23, Martha, who married Colonel Green, and had Abra- 
ham and Elizabeth; 24, Gill. {Sheldon et als. vs. Armistead's 
Adm'r, 7 Grattan's Bep'ts, page 264.) 

16, John 6 Aemistbad (John, 6 William, 4 John,' William, 8 Anthony 1 ) 
was a resident of St. Peter's parish, New Kent, colonel of militia, 
and State Senator from New Kent in the first Senate of Virginia. 
" Col. John Armistead departed this life May 2, 1779." (Register.) 
Issue by first wife, Agnes : 25, William,' 1 born June 5, 1754. By 
his second wife, Mary Burbage, whose mother is said to have been 
a Dandridge, he had, 26, Robert JB., 1 administrator of his mother, 
who died in 1792 ; and 27, Lucy B., who, on December 24, 1801, 
married Aylett Waller, and removed to Tennessee. (See Waller 
vs. Armistead, 2 Leigh's Beports.) 

25, William 7 Aemistead, son of Col. John 6 Armistead, of New 
Kent, was " agent of the State for providing arms, cloathing, and 
■other necessaries," during the Bevolution. (Hening, XTJ., p. 420.) 
He died in June, 1793, leaving a son, 28, William Armistead, living 
in 1813. (Papers in chancery suit of Dandridge vs. Armistead.) 

26, Bobekt Buebage 7 Aemistead, son of Col. John 6 Armistead, 
married Mary Semple, sister of Judge James Semple. He died in 
1811. He had issue : 29, John Dandridge Armistead, died, aged 
.seventeen, while a student at William and Mary; 30, William. 8 

30, William 8 Aemistead, son of Eobert B.' Armistead, born in 
New Kent in 1797, and attended William and Mary College in 
1816. He married Lucy Boyd, and, with his family, removed to 
Alabama in 1833. He died in 1856. Issue: 31, Eobert, 8 educated 
at William and Mary College, where he studied law under Judge 
N. B. Tucker; major of the twenty-second Alabama regiment; 
killed at the battle of Shiloh. He has children living in Texas. 
32, William B., student at William and Mary; married Mrs. Eliza 
Knox, and had issue, Elliott and George. 33, Bosalie Virginia, 
married Elmore G. Fitzpatrick; both dead, leaving issue. 34, 
Mary, who married Philip Gayle, of Montgomery, Alabama, and 
has issue. 35, Lizzie Bowe, married Paul Tucker Sayre, and has 

•From her daughter's Bible. 
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issue. 3C, Herbert, 9 lieutenant-colonel of the twenty-second Ala* 
batna regiment ; mortally wounded at the battle of Franklin, Ten- 
nessee. 37, Lucy Boyd, married Richard Goldthwait, and has 
issue. 

The following letter is a worthy tribute to the gallantry of Ro- 
bert Armistead, major of the twenty-second Alabama regiment : 

Neae Coeinth, Miss., April 11, 1862. 

My Dear Mrs. Fitzpatrick : You have doubtless heard of your sad loss in the 
death of your brother, Major Armistead. I write to claim the privilege of a 
friend of yours and his : that of sharing in your sorrow. I was with him after 
he was wounded for some time, giving him all the attention in my power. 
He was struck by a grape shot in the right side, the shot passing through to 
the surface on the opposite side . He was conscious that his wound was mor- 
tal, but was calm and resigned. Feeling assured that he could survive but a 
short time, I asked him if he wished me to do anything for him. He said 
nothing except "Tell my dear sisters how I loved them, and that my last hours 
are spent in thoughts of them ; I know how they will suffer when they hear 
this." 

He frequently reverted to this, and it seemed to be the only thought that 
troubled him. When the surgeon came to him, he said: "Doctor, I have 
great confidence in your opinion, examine my wound and give me a candid 
answer ; I do not fear death ; I know I must die, but I wish to know how long 
I have to live. " 

The surgeon examined the wound, but remained silent. Major Armistead 
understood him clearly, but no trepidation was visible, no alarm expressed. 
He remained calm as if merely reclining to rest. He frequently spoke of the 
grief his sisters would feel. He said to me, ' ' I have died in the right place, I 
hope at the right time, I know in the right cause. " I am thus circumstantial, 
because I know every word and incident of his final hour will interest you. I 
did all I could to make him comfortable under the circumstances, while I re- 
mained with him. 

Our cause has lost a noble and gallant defender, our State an intellectual 
man, society a chivalrous and polished gentleman, his friends a true and be- 
loved companion, and his sisters a brother who loved them better than his own 
life and who grieved only for them in his death hour. 

I never saw such calm heroism before, and desire to emulate him should it 
be my fate to die, as he did, in defence of our country. 

I was agitated while he was placid ; I wept over his wounds, he sorrowed 
only for his sisters. 

I hope you may find some consolation in the circumstances attending his 
end. He died for his country, and in the hour that tries men's souls gave the 
strongest proofs of the nobility of his own. Rest assured that I sympathize 
deeply with you and yours in this sad bereavement, and only regret that I can 
do nothing to palliate your sorrow. May God give you and your sisters the 
strength to bear your loss with resignation. 

Accept my kindest regards and believe me your friend, 
Mrs. E. G. fitzpatrick, Thos. W. Ouvbb. 

Montgomery, Ala. 



